
 Cheerlead-
ing isn’t just about 
cheering obnoxious-
ly and waving their 
pom poms in the air. 
For the Riverside 
Bulldogs, it’s about 
giving it their all 
on the competition 
mat. 
 On Novem-
ber 12th, the Junior 
Pee Wees made 
Riverside history by 
obtaining first place 
with a champion-
ship win.
 In 2013, the 
Pee Wees also made 
history by advanc-
ing to the next com-
petition in Orlando, 
Florida, but first 
place is even better. 
 They are a 
big talk around the 
small town of Riv-

erside. 
 They won 
with a score of 87, 
out of 100 and all 
27 girls, ages 9-12, 
will be competing 
for a higher score 
on December 7th, at 
the ESPN complex. 
However, it’s much 
harder than it looks. 
 The judges 
score and critique on 
everything including 
your smile, or even 
how happy you look 
during competition. 
 Ever since 
August 1st, these 
girls have been per-
fecting their routine . 
Everyone who will be 
going to support the 
young girls will have 
a chance to see all the 
magic that goes on in 
Disney. 

 As for the 
cheerleaders, when 
they’re done sight 
seeing and having 
fun, they will be 
practicing non-
stop to get that big 
gold trophy. 
 Through all 
the sweat and pain, 
their time to show 
the world what 
they’re all about 
will soon come 
true. 
 When As-
sistant Coach, Car-
leen Bryan, was 
asked what she 
was most excited 
for in Disney, her 
response was “I’m 
a Disney fanatic, 
so I obviously am 
looking forward 
to all things in 
Disney World, but 

Riverside Bulldogs Bring it On 
by Madison McNulty

the reason I’m there 
is for cheerleading. 
I’m most excited 
to watch my team 
run out on the Na-
tional’s mat. I can’t 
wait to watch it this 
year!” 
 The theme 
of their routine is 

“Who Runs the 
World?” and these 
girls definitely run 
the show. 
 No matter 
the outcome, this 
team has worked 
hard and proved 
to everyone how 
important cheer is 
to them. 

 Every year, 
the annual powder-
puff game occurs.  
 It is always 
held the night be-
fore Thanksgiving. 
 The girls 
play a competi-
tive game of flag 
football that is held 
every year and a  
big bonfire  before 
the game. 
 The bonfire 
was at 6 p.m. and 
the game was at 7 
p.m. 
 Many 
students attended, 

some played and 
some watched the 
game. 
 The teams 
were based on what 
grade each player 
was in. The teams 
were Senior and 
Freshmen girls vs. 
the Sophomore and 
Junior girls. 
 The teams 
were coached by 
the football players. 
Some of the coaches 
for the Freshmen and 
Senior team were 
Zeke Brinson, Tyler 
Fernandes, Jordan 

Perry, Johnnie 
Delima, Kevin Rae 
and Dominic Kidd. 
 The 
Sophomore and 
Junior team 
was coached by 
Mychael Combs, 
Tyler Fink, Pat-
rick Tillinghast, 
Mike Monteiro, 
Jody Johnson, and 
Jacob Fink.
 There were 
practices for the 
teams to be pre-
pared leading up to 
the game. 
 Both teams 

practiced for five 
nights to be ready. 
 Everyone 
who played took 
it very seriously 
and all wanted to 
win. Many people 
definitely had a lot 
of fun during this 
game. 
 This year,  

the game was very 
exciting. Many 
people came out to 
watch the powder-
puff game. Both 
teams were very 
competitive. 
 In the end, 
the Senior and 
Freshman team 
won the game.

by Hailey Russell
Powderpuff Girls 

The team is excited to pose for a picture 
after their win. 



What is your favorite thing about JROTC?
The interaction with different kids every year.

What made you want to be a JROTC instructor?
I wanted to motivate young people to be better citi-
zens. 

How do you feel about working with Colonel Ly-
ons?
I like working with him, we work well together.

If you could change something about JROTC, 
what would you change and why?
I would change the number of children, I would 
max it out because with more kids everyone gets a 
chance to lead and be involved.

If you could relive your experiences in the Army 
would you?
Yes because I was young, traveled a lot and had 
money. I was also a boxer.  It was an amazing expe-
rience. I would love to relive it.

by Briana Cramer 

“Shut In” seemed to be a movie 
about ghosts and creepy en-
counters, but ended up having a 
plot twist that resulted in your 
jaw dropping to the floor. Mary 
Portman (played by Naomi 
Watts), a widowed psycholo-
gist, has a son who is paralyzed 
from a horrible accident. Little 
does Mary know what she’s 
getting herself into with the 
little deaf boy, Tom. This movie 
is packed with suspenseful 
scenes and shocking discover-
ies along with creepy conversa-
tions. I would recommend this 
to anyone who enjoys a good 
adrenaline rush and eye peek-
ing scares.

by Marissa McDonough

 The River-
side Cafeteria has 
had many ups and 
downs in terms of 
food quality and va-
riety in the past three 
years that I have 
been dining there. 
 There have 
been many factors 
contributing to why 
many people like or 
dislike this eatery. 
Personally, I have 
had good reviews of 
the food served here 

and do not have 
much to complain 
about. There are 
a few choices that 
stuck out from the 
rest that I was very 
satisfied with.
 I’ll start 
with a fan favorite, 
Chicken Caesar 
Salad. The pros to 
this choice are that 
the chicken is very 
good and that there 
is a perfect portion 
of food given.   

 The cons, 
however, are that 
some days there is 
too much lettuce and 
not enough chicken. 
Sometimes, the lunch 
ladies get a little 
crazy and use grilled 
chicken instead of 
breaded chicken.
Next on my list is 
the Buffalo Chicken 
Wrap. This item is 
pretty good overall. 
The pros are it tastes 
good and it is filling. 

The cons are that 
it is inconsistent 
with its ingredi-
ents and it tends 
to fall apart every 
time. 
 Some 
days it may be 
too cheesy and 
other days it is 
too spicy, but 
when it is made 
just right I prom-
ise you won’t 
doubt me. The 
last and my per-

sonal favorite choice, 
is the Spicy Chicken 
Patty. This choice is 
the simplest, yet best 
on the list. 
 Pros are that 
it tastes good and it 
can’t be messed up. 
 Cons are 
when they use a 
kaiser roll instead of 
a hamburger bun. 
 You can 
never go wrong with 
the classic Spicy 
Chicken Patty.

by Pat Tillinghast
RHS Lunchroom Review

What do you like most about RHS?
The small school environment because you really get to know 
everyone in the school, and everyone knows you.

What is the best thing about Cross Country and Track?
The people who do the sport make the team feel like family.

What are your plans for the future?
I want to go to college and major in Psychology.

If you could be any superhero who would you be?
Superman 

If you could do anything in the world what would you do?
Travel the world and adventure some of the craziest places on 
earth.

Raymond 
Davon

by Gabby Vazquez

SFC Keith Downs 
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by Marian Bakarr

 Have you 
ever gone to 
New York City? 
 Some 
students from the 
AP Statistics and 
the AP Chem-
istry classes 
recently had the 
opportunity to 
go! 
 They vis-
ited BNY Melon, 
The Google 
Building, Times 
Square, Rocke-
feller Center and 
saw a play.
 At BNY 
Melon, they 
interacted with  
current employ-
ees of various 
departments of 
the building. 
 They 
walked through 
the huge bank 
and saw how 
a life at BNY 
Melon was. 
 The emp-
ployees taught 

the students 
about helpful job 
opportunities for 
when they're in 
college. 
 It was like 
everything you 
could imagine 
at the Google 
Building. They 
took the students 
to the computer 
museum, gam-
eroom and their 
Lego themed 
kitchen. 
 Each em-
ployee had free 
food while they 
were working.  
 Also, the 
employees were  
allowed to bor-
row head phones 
and computer 
gadgets for their 
use during the 
work day. They 
believe in relax-
ing a little while 
working, in 
hopes of a better 
day. 

 Despite 
a tough start for 
the Rams, they 
planned to close 
out on a good 
note. 
 After start-
ing the season 0-7, 
the Rams kicked it 
into gear and won 
two in a row. 
 Their first 
win came from a 
hard fought battle 
against the Burl-
ington City Blue 
Devils that ended 
in a score of 18-9.
 The Rams 
used their momen-

tum going into 
the next week in 
their game against 
South Hunterdon.  
 At halftime 
the Rams were up 
33-0. The Rams 
were able to score 
in every aspect of 
the game. 
 Jody John-
son and Zeke 
Brinson had 
key games, both 
getting a pair of 
touchdowns. 
 Chris Hen-
derson was able to 
punch in a touch-
down near the 

goal line. Tyler 
Fernandes also 
blocked a punt, 
scooped the ball 
up and scored.
 This year 
was the 75th 
meeting between 
Riverside and 
Florence on 
Thanksgiving. 
 This is a 
historic rivalry 
that is known for 
both teams being 
very relentless. 
 This 
year’s Turkey 
Bowl fell in Flor-
ence’s favor. The 

final score was 
30-12. 
 The Rams 
did not step up 
in the first half 
which made it 
hard to fight back 
in the second 
half. Tyler Fer-
nandes hauled in 
two touchdown 
catches, which 
gave the Rams 
their only points 
of the day.
 The Se-
niors were very 
emotional after 
the game because 
that was the last 

time they played 
together.
 Even though 
they ended with 
a loss, they are 
very proud of their 
football careers 
at Riverside High 
School. 
 The un-
derclassmen hope 
to improve in the 
offseason and fill 
many big roles of 
the team that will 
be missing due to 
the graduating Se-
niors.

by Tyler Fernandes
One Last Touchdown

by Sierra Armstrong 

Making Their Way Downtown

 Some of 
the 6,200 people 
working in this 
building would 
scooter around 
and some would 
have their dogs 
at work.
 Students 
also got to ex-
perience "The 
Town that Never 
Sleeps" with the 
talented perform-
ers in the play, 
the loud streets, 
and big bright 
signs throughout 
this spectacular 
city.   
 One of the 
funniest parts of 
the trip was the 
play, Newsical.

A collage of the day trip to NYC.

 

Stranger Things (2016) 
Netflix Sci-fi Horror Series

Directed by The Duffer Brothers
Rate (9/10) Starring: Winona Ryder 

 After a young boys unexplainable disappearance, 
the small town of Hawkins begins to face questionable 
occurrences. His friends and family will stop at nothing 
to uncover the mysteries that lie in their town.  
Grab your popcorn and start watching, because this se-
ries is by far one of the most recommended on Netflix for 
the 2016 year! From the time the show began to the last 
episode it left me wanting to know more. I was continu-
ously left glued to the screen, and finished the season in 
one day! The young cast makes viewers immediately fall 
in love with the characters depicted in the show! 

Netflix Series Review 

 This 2016-
2017 Riverside 
Rams Basketball 
season is officially 
underway .  RHS 
has a group of guys 
ready to make a 
splash on the court. 
 After a 7-18 
season last year, 
there are a lot of 
questions whether 
Coach Carmine 

Cesare can turn it 
around. 
 There have 
been many coach-
ing changes at 
the Freshmen and 
Junior Varsity levels 
and Coach Jacka-
monis will be taking 
over the JV team.  
 Coach 
McManus will be 
in charge of the 

recently re-added 
Freshman team. 
 It will be 
hard to predict 
the turnout of the 
team’s season given 
the new coaching 
style and players. 
 Last season 
produced a very 
exceptional Junior 
Varsity going 10-6, 
but many of the 

starting and role 
players developed 
and will be on 
their way to Var-
sity. 
 With last 
year’s Seniors 
leaving,  it is of-
ficially a new era 
as Senior and long 
time member of 
the program Grant 
Moore and Senior 

returner Samir Jones 
look to make this 
season the best pos-
sible. 
 Interesting 
players to watch will 
be Alex Stockton, 
Frankie Doelling, 
and Jody Johnson 
who all seem to have 
untapped potential at 
the Varsity level.         

by Robert Brown 

 It’s that 
time of year again, 
bring down the back 
boards, put away the 
hockey sticks and 
your running shoes.  
 Another 
RHS favorite is 
having its seasonal 
comeback; basket-

ball. 
 Not only are 
the boys having a 
strong team after 
the try outs, but the 
girls are coming out 
to the courts with 
no try outs, as well 
bringing their A-
game. 

 Some of  
last year’s girls are 
playing in addition 
to new fresh faces.  
 The Seniors 
say this season will 
be unforgettable, 
since it’ll be the last 
time they’re  wear-
ing an RHS basket-

ball jersey. 
 The girls 
also have a fun-
draiser selling 
t-shirts and sweat-
shirts. 
 The Lady 
Rams had their 
first varsity prac-
tice on the Mon-

day after Thanksgiv-
ing.

by Madison Batavick

Pinterest Corner 
by Haili Anstice 

Shortbread Bites

Ingredients:
1 cup salted butter, cold and diced
⅔ cup granulated sugar
½ tsp almond extract 
2 ¼ cups all purpose flour
2 ½ Tbsp sprinkles, 
then about ½ Tbsp more for the top if desired

Directions:
Butter a 13 by 9 inch baking dish and line with 2 sheets 
of parchment paper (one horizontally one vertically.) 
Leaving a 1 inch overhang on all sides. Set aside.

In a bowl mix together cream, butter and sugar until well 
combined. Mix in almond extract. Slowly add flour and 
mix until well combined. Mix in sprinkles. Press dough 
into an even layer in prepared pan. Chill dough for 20 to 
30 minutes. Meanwhile preheat oven to 350 degrees.

Lift dough from pan using parchment paper on all 
sides. Cut into ½ inch squares using a large sharp knife. 
Sprinkle more sprinkles over the top if desired and gen-
tly press into dough. Transfer about ⅓ of the cookies to 
an unbuttered baking sheet and scatter cookies out spac-
ing cookies ½ inch apart. Bake in oven 8-12 minutes. 
Repeat process with remaining bites, adding them to a 
cool baking sheet. Cool completely then transfer to an 
airtight container at room temperature.

Shooting for a Comeback

Girls Who Run the Court 



Fantasy Football
 Scoop
by Frankie Doelling 

If you are a fan of the NFL and you tune in week in and week out then you know what fantasy foot-
ball is. Everyone in the NFL community has a Fantasy Football team. How you play is before the 
season you get some friends to form a league and then you draft a team. Each starting lineup con-
sists of one QB, two RB’s, two WR’s, one TE, one Flex, one Kicker, and one defense. If you were 
lucky to draft these players you are definitely in prime position to win your league; QB Matt Ryan 
from the Atlanta Falcons, Dallas Cowboys RB Ezekiel Elliott and Tennessee Titans RB Demarco 
Murray, Falcons WR Julio Jones and Tampa Bay Buccaneers WR Mike Evans, Carolina Panthers 
TE Greg Olsen, Falcons Kicker Matt Bryant, and the Denver Broncos Defense. Those are the best 
Fantasy Football players each position has to offer. If you play Fantasy Football then good luck to 
you the rest of the season!

 One of 
Riverside’s tough-
est sports is about 
to take off. With 
head coach Kevin 
Landolt, the Riv-
erside Wrestling 
Team hopes to 
make playoffs for 
the second year in 

a row.   
 Returning 
Senior leaders this 
year are Cap-
tain and District 
Champion Zeke 
Brinson, Captain 
John McElroy and 
2nd in the District, 
Kevin Rae.  Also 

having leadership 
skills is Junior 
Ariel Carreno. 
 Coach 
Landolt is return-
ing for his 11th 
year and stated 
“I’m excited to 
start this year. We 
have very good 

returning wrestlers. 
With hard work 
I believe we can 
surpass our suc-
cess of last year .”  
Last year, Coach 
Landolt received 
District 26 Coach 
of the Year and 
Region 7 Coach of 

the Year. 
 This year 
the wrestling 
team was redis-
tricted, to make 
them go against 
harder com-
petition come 
District Time in 
January.

by Zeke Brinson  It’s get-
ting to be that 
time of the 
year again. The 
Christmas tree 
hunting, and 
decorating the 
house or just 
rocking around 
the Christmas 
tree. Many 
people celebrate 
Christmas and 
really get into the 
holiday spirit. 
 Mrs. Stell-
wag celebrates 
in a fun way. On 
Christmas Eve, 
the Stellwag 
family starts off 
Christmas by 
making arts and 
crafts during the 
day, then later on 
in the evening 
attending church. 
 After 
church,  they go 
to Mr. Stellwag’s 
parent’s house 
and open pres-
ents. When they 
come home they 
write letters to 
Santa, feed the 
reindeer, leave 
out milk and 
cookies, then go 
to bed. 
 On Christ-
mas, they have a 
traditional Ger-
man breakfast 
called “dough-
boys”. After they 
open all of their 
presents, they 
get dressed in 
their uniformed 
Christmas color, 

which is blue this 
year,  and visit 
Mrs. Stellwag’s 
family. Mrs. 
Stellwag says that 
her favorite movie 
during the holi-
days is either The 
Christmas Story or 
Christmas Vaca-
tion. 
 Amanda 
De La Roca is  
celebrating Christ-
mas in a different 
way this year, she 
is going to Guate-
mala. Usually she 
spends Christmas 
Eve at church with 
her family and 
then they go out to 
eat. 
 After her 
family comes 
home, they all get 
ready for bed and 
put out cookies for 
Santa. On Christ-
mas, they open 
presents and spend 
their day at home. 
 Later on in 
the day, all of her 
aunts, uncles and 
cousins come over 
and they have a 
giant dinner and 
make cookies. 
Some traditional 
meals they have 
are rice and beans, 
pulled pork, ham, 
and tamales. 
 As you can 
see people cel-
ebrate Christmas 
in many different 
ways.  Everyone 
has different tradi-
tions. 

Holiday Traditions 
by Greta Nevsimal

 Christmas This or That 

More people would rather have new 
clothes than a new phone.

More people would rather have it snow 
on Christmas than no snow at all.

More people would rather bake cookies 
than build a gingerbread house.

More people would rather have a real 
Christmas tree than an artificial tree.

by Hannah Russell 

 There are many popular gifts and presents for 
the holidays in 2016. Many of these are things such 
as clothes, electronics and toys. Clothes are a great 
gift, because you could give someone a new sports 
jersey or a new hoodie or a coat to keep them warm 
in the freezing winter. Also, electronics are a very 
popular type of gift as well. Video game consoles 
such as Xbox One’s, PS4s, or any Nintendo device 
would put a smile on somebody’s face on December 
25th. 
 Laptops are also a great tech gift because they 
would make anyone feel happy that they have the 
latest pieces of technology. Furthermore, there are 
many popular toys on everybody’s christmas list 
such as Legos, Remote controlled vehicles, action 
figures, Barbie play sets and many other marvelous 
surprises would be a great gift for a younger siblings 
in your family. All of these neat ideas would make 
this Christmas so meaningful and so magical.

by Chuck Parker 

Top Christmas 
Craves

  It’s not 
likely you will find 
a more determined 
and driven group 
of individuals. 
 This year’s 
Marching Band 
had their fair share 
of wins.  Sunday, 
November 6th of 
this year in Her-
shey, the RHS 
Marching Band 
gave nothing but 
their greatest ef-
forts to the stage. 
 They went 
up against divi-

sions from Palmyra 
to Cinnaminson. 
 With the 
help of their moti-
vating band instruc-
tor, Mr Philips. 
        The band was 
in open class in-
stead of A class this 
competition, open 
class being the 
much harder class. 
 “Everyone 
[in band] is really 
talented and hard-
working. I’m really 
happy I got to work 
with them”, said 

Shaina Egan, one of 
the head seasonal 
members. 
 When Shaina 
was asked about 
the folks she had 
the opportunity to 
share moments with, 
it was nothing but 
positive comments. 
“I wouldn’t have 
changed anything 
[about our perfor-
mance at champion-
ships] because we 
got what we earned, 
though we were 
against harder bands. 

It showed what we 
were capable of. 
You spend so much 
time with certain 
individuals you grow 
relationships with 
people you thought 
you would never talk 
to”, stated Shaina. As 
the season comes to 
an end, so does the 
Seniors’ trailblazing 
journey. When asked 
what Senior Shaina 
was going to miss 
most about RHS 
Marching Band she 
said  the people. “Be-

ing in the March-
ing Band was the 
greatest thing I’ve 
ever done, I’ve 
met most of my 
friends through 
marching band.  
I hope they can 
make the next 
seasons even bet-
ter.”
       Despite the 
fact that  they 
got 6th place, it 
definitely wasn’t 
something they 
were going to be 
upset about.

Rams Pin it to Win it

by Jasmine Soto
Marching Rams Head to the Top



Aries (March 
21-April 20): 

2017 is the 
prime time for 

you to take 
charge of your 
public image 

and excel at the 
work of your 
choice. Face 

your challenges 
with a smile!

Pisces (Febru-
ary 20-March 
20): You may 
be confusing 
reality and 

fantasy. Find-
ing the differ-
ence between 

the two in 
2017 will only 

bring you 
great success. 

Aquarius (Jan-
uary 21-Febru-
ary 19): As the 

years change, so 
do people. Take 
all of the drama 
in your life with 
a grain of salt 
and learn to 

thrive from it! 

Taurus (April 
21-May 20): 
2017 is your 
year for big, 
important 

changes. You 
can reinvent 
yourself from 

the ground 
up if you so 

choose.

Gemini (May 
21-June 20): 

2017 will bring 
great success, 

but it will take a 
constant effort 
to keep from 
slipping back 
down. Keep 

your head up 
and maintain 
confidence! 

Cancer (June 
21-July 21): 

Romance is a 
strong point 
for you and 

your partners 
want to make 

you happy.  Let 
them make you 
their priority in 

2017.

Leo (July 
22-August 22): 

This new year 
will be the perfect 

opportunity to 
involve yourself 
in new things! 

Many doors will 
open for you that 
will put you on a 
good path for the 

future.

Virgo (August 
23- September 
22): 2017 will 

bring you great 
fortune. Be 

ready for lots 
of money to 

come your way 
and spend it 

wisely!

Libra (September 
23-October 22):
Your love life 
will take an 

unexpected turn 
this year. The 

lessons you will 
learn about rela-

tionships will last 
a lifetime!

Scorpio (Octo-
ber 23-Novem-
ber 21): 2017 is 
your year to de-
molish any bar-
riers that have 
been holding 

you back. With 
clear thinking 

and sheer force 
of will, you can 
accomplish any-

thing.

Sagittarius 
(November 

22-December 
21):  Whatever 

the case may be, 
you are a leader. 
Embracing that 
during this new 
year will make 

the people around 
you very grateful 

for it!

Capricorn 
(December 22 
- January 19): 
Your hunger 
for adventure 
expands at 
a rapid rate. 
This new year 
will present 
many opportu-
nities to satisfy 
such hunger.

by: Skyler Van Zyl
 This book is written from the point of view of 
Greg Gaines, a high school senior with no friends; the 
closest thing he has to a friend is his “co-worker” Earl. 
The two of them watch and remake movies together, but 
destroy all the evidence of them, except two copies, one 
for each of them, in fear of other seeing what they’ve 
made.
 Greg spends most of his time in school trying not 
to seem like he isn’t friends with anyone, but also try-
ing to be friends with everyone. He is so concerned with 
what people will think of him, he will not join one friend 
group in fear of another judging him.
 This changes when he is informed that Rachel 
Kushner, a girl who used to call him all the time to try 
and hang out, only to have him make a joke to turn her 
down.  He has leukemia and his Mom makes him hang 
out with her to make her feel better.
 This book is immensely funny and will have you 
laughing out loud at times. It also portrays high school 
and cancer in a very realistic way. There are no romanti-
cized and
glamorized moments in this book. This makes it very 
interesting and hard to put down! 
 I highly suggest this book if you’re looking for 
something other than another teen love story.

Me and Earl and the Dying Girl

 This past 
year, Riverside has 
been one if not the 
last school,  in the 
area, to be introduc-
ing a Gay-Straight 
Alliance club to its 
students. 
 H.E.R.O.I.C. 
is a student run orga-
nization geared to-
wards offering a safe 
place for students in 
the LGBT+ commu-
nity. The acronym 
stands for “Helping 
to Educate Regard-
ing Orientation and 
Identities Club.” 
 Presi-

dent Kyle John-
son believes that 
H.E.R.O.I.C. is a 
blessing for people 
just like him. 
 When the 
club was started, 
Kyle intended it 
to be a safe place 
for people to talk 
about their problems 
without judgement, 
to help people find 
solutions to their 
problems and that 
there are other 
people out there who 
understand their 
struggles. “It’s not 
very talked about 

at school, it's not 
very talked about at 
home,” he said. “It’s 
such a hush-hush 
topic. Coming to ac-
cept yourself is the 
main goal.” Johnson 
found it very sur-
prising that River-
side did not offer 
clubs regarding the 
GSA; many other 
schools in surround-
ing districts had had 
them created for 
many years prior to 
RHS’ awakening.
“And I had to show 
everyone else up,” 
Kyle joked. “But it 

was crazy to think, 
why don’t we have 
one? Every other 
person I talk to, 
the school they go 
to has one created, 
whether it’s just a 
GSA or some funky 
name, such as 
ours.”
 Madame 
Franz was a very 
important fac-
tor in getting 
H.E.R.O.I.C. 
started, by offering 
multiple proposals 
to the board which 
were quickly ac-
cepted. 
 She wanted 
to supervise the 
club due to the 
outstanding amount 
of students whom 
asked her to be 
their figurehead.  
Her connection 
with the students 
strengthened when 
she opened up to 
Rampage about 
her uncle’s being 
gay, and how it was 
kept a secret for so 
many years until 
his passing because 
of how being gay 
was viewed so long 
ago.   
 “Students 
can come to be 
themselves,” 
Madame said. “It’s 
not a club to see 
what it’s about, it’s 
for people to come 
and be with like-

minded students and 
have a safe place to 
discuss issues that 
may affect them.” 
 Madame 
explained that for 
many schools around 
Central and North 
Jersey, GSA clubs 
were spearheaded by 
teachers, but for Riv-
erside it was purely 
spearheaded by the 
students.  Their want 
and need to reach out 
to those in need of a 
sanctuary. “When we 
drew up the proposal, 
they got back to us 
in a week,” Madame 
laughed. “And we got 
so many signatures… 
and they didn’t even 
need the signatures.” 
 Madame’s 
volunteer work al-
lows her to support 
and encourage this 
student run and stu-
dent operated club, 
allowing officers to 
decide the agenda in 
conjunction with any 
events they may want 
to attend, as well as 
discussion topics for 
each week.
 H.E.R.O.I.C. 
will always be a safe 
place for people to 
break from the bad 
stigma surrounding 
LGBT+ students be-
ing who they are and 
it will always benefit 
them in finding out 
who they are.

by Sydnie Hoelz 
The Secret is Out; H.E.R.O.I.C. is In


